


God has made Jesus first over everything, 
have you?

What would that even look like?



COLOSSIANS 1:18 (ESV)

18 And He [Jesus] is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in everything he might 

be preeminent.

Prōteuō - to be first



Why should Jesus be first? 
Colossians 1:15-20

•If you could just know His power… Ephesians 1:17-23

• At His very name, every knee will bow… Philippians 2:10

• The way, the truth and the life John 14:6

• The man literally walks on water! John 6:19

To me, Jesus Christ is a Rock Star!



What has Jesus done for you lately?
• Matthew 27:26-31

• Death on the Cross

• What does this say about him/us?
• Romans 5:6-8

• John 12:23-25 – “Kernel of wheat”

• To grow a Christian, must plant Christ!

• What does Romans 10:9 say He must be?



Planting Jesus – Matthew 13

• Hard packed path – hardened to God’s call

• Rocky soil – not rooted in Christ

• Thorny soil – choked out by worry

• Good soil that produces 100, 60 or 30 fold

The Seed is the same, what type of soil will you be?



COLOSSIANS 1:18

Christ is the Chief Shepherd

18 And He [Jesus] is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent.



“Give us a King”

• 1 Samuel 8:4-9
• “such as all the other nations have.”

• “it is not you they have rejected…”

The humanly impossible:

A plurality of under-shepherds pointing to 

Jesus as the Chief Shepherd



How Can that Work?  -
Only through Unity

• Ephesians 4 – humility, maturity and unity

so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 

the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.



Take Away

Can we work together to make Jesus 

the Chief Shepherd at Oak Ridge?

For Jesus to be first in your personal life, 

what needs to change this week?



Charleston Church shooting

Forgiveness says more about the forgiver


