


Be Devoted to Prayer
(And People)



COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it 
with an attitude of thanksgiving;3 praying at the 

same time for us as well, that God will open up to us 
a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the 

mystery of Christ, for which I have also been 
imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the way I 

ought to speak.



5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 
making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let your 

speech always be with grace, as though seasoned 
with salt, so that you will know how you should 

respond to each person.



7 As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and 
faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will 

bring you information. 8 For I have sent him to you for 
this very purpose, that you may know about our 

circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts; 
9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved 

brother, who is one of your number. They will inform 
you about the whole situation here.



10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his 
greetings; and also Barnabas’s cousin Mark (about 

whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, 
welcome him); 11 and also Jesus who is called 

Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the 
kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, and 

they have proved to be an encouragement to me. 



12 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave
of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always 

laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you 
may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of 

God. 13 For I testify for him that he has a deep 
concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea 

and Hierapolis. 



14 Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his 
greetings, and also Demas. 15 Greet the brethren 

who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the 
church that is in her house. 



16 When this letter is read among you, have it also 
read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for 
your part read [m]my letter that is coming from 
Laodicea. 17 Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the 

ministry which you have received in the Lord, that 
you may fulfill it.”



18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 
Remember my imprisonment.

Grace be with you.



What is prayer and why should I pray ?

Spontaneous Prayer  - Daniel 3:17,18

Needs, temptations, crisis,

Planned Prayer  - Mark 1:35

Daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly

Journaling, solitude



Grow in my devotion to prayer

Faith is fueled by Prayer

Asking God for His wisdom, insight,

direction, guidance and help.



Paul’s Prayer for This Early Church - Col 1:9-12

Filled with the knowledge of His Will

Walk in a manner worthy

Bearing fruit

Increasing in the knowledge of God

Strengthened with His power

Steadfastness, patience, joy & 
thankfulness



Prayer was a trademark of the Early church

Acts 1:14

Acts 2:42

Acts 6:4



The Holy spirit of God is like a mighty river



That God will open up to us a door for the word, so 
that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ



Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave
of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always 

laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you 
may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of 

God. 13 For I testify for him that he has a deep 
concern for you…...





Be devoted to prayer  - spontaneous & planned

Speak forth the message and mystery of Christ, 

ask the Lord for open doors for His word

Be willing to cross boundaries, and

Be an encourager


