


Sometimes you’re the father, 

sometimes you’re the son

Prodigal



“A man had two sons. The younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 

the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So 

he divided his wealth between them. And 

not many days later, the younger son 

gathered everything together and went on 

a journey into a distant country, and there

Luke 15:11-24



he squandered his estate with loose living. 

Now when he had spent everything, a 

severe famine occurred in that country, 

and he began to be impoverished. So he 

went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, and he sent him 

into his fields to feed swine. And he would



have gladly filled his stomach with the 

pods that the swine were eating, and no 

one was giving anything to him. But when 

he came to his senses, he said, ‘How 

many of my father’s hired men have more 

than enough bread, but I am dying here 

with hunger! I will get up and go to my



father, and will say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son; 

make me as one of your hired men.”’ So 

he got up and came to his father. But while 

he was still a long way off, his father saw 

him and felt compassion for him, and ran



and embraced him and kissed him. And 

the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and in your sight; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ But 

the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring 

out the best robe and put it on him, and 

put a ring on his hand and sandals on 



his feet; and bring the fattened calf, kill it, 

and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of 

mine was dead and has come to life again; 

he was lost and has been found.’ And they 

began to celebrate.”    Luke 15:11-24



-Asking for inheritance “early”

-Family/Community centered culture

-He “stole” father’s wealth…

-and reputation…

-and heart

-[Older brother had “issues” of his own]

The Offense



-We may think we know our flaws - but 

they’re called “blind spots” for a reason.

-We can be unaware of 

-The FACT of our flaws; and/or

-The EXTENT of our flaws; and/or

-The IMPACT of our flaws

-Repentance starts with outside force

“Came to his senses”



1) It’s assertive. Forgiveness acts first.

2) It’s costly. Only 2 options with “debt” 

- “Collect” it; or

- Absorb the price/pain.  (Forgiveness? 

Always absorbs the pain/cost).

3) It requires capacity***

4) It leads to restoration.

Forgiveness: 4 attributes
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1) Outside force: The “Friend” question

2) Angela’s response (absorbed pain)

3) John’s response: “He came to his 

senses”

Our story



- CAPACITY: “Abundance”, “Scarcity” and the 

universal problem of self-centeredness. 

(Can’t “Pay it Forward” until your debt has 

first been “Cancelled Backward”)

- Lost Coin, Lost Sheep, Lost Son

- Jesus, the true Older Brother

The true Older Brother…


