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Competing Views of the 
Sermon on the Mount

• The meaning of Kingdom Living

• A “safe” picture of Jesus?

• Continuity between Old Testament and 
New Testament



Ten Commandment Overview

• Commandments 1-4 are instructions about God.  
• There is one God – worship Him only
• Don’t make images of God
• The name of God is Holy
• The sabbath is a special day 

• Commandments 5-9 are our social compact
• Honor your father and mother
• Do not murder
• Do not commit adultery
• Do not steal
• Do not lie



Ten Commandment Overview (con’t)

• 10th Commandment invades our thought life.   

• Do not covet. 

• A mercy to know the rules in the first place….

• …. But alarming to know the extent of our obligation



A Higher Bar
• Matt. 5:21-22 “You were told … ‘You shall not commit 

murder’ …  But I say to you that everyone who is angry shall 
be guilty before the court.

• Matt. 5:27 “You have heard.. “You shall not commit adultery, 
but I say to you that everyone who looks on a woman to lust 
for her has committed adultery.”

• These two commandments were escalated in how they are 
applied to our lives.



MATTHEW 5:17

“Do not think that I came 
to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I did not come 
to abolish, but to fulfill.”



Warning

• Assign appropriate weight to Jesus words

• Recognize when the world is lying to you

• Recognize when Satan is lying to you



Cognitive Dissonance

• An emotional reaction to spiritual truth?

• Is it rebellion or laziness to reject the truth?

• Unplug long enough to exam truth.



Something to help

• “We all stumble in many ways”

• Talk to someone you trust.

• Nurture your own sense
of reverence.



2 Timothy 4:1-4

1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom:

2 preach the word, be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with great patience and instruction.

3 for the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their 
own desires;

4 and will turn away their ears from truth, and will turn aside 
to myths.



I Urge You

• Recognize that the Father and the Son are the same 
God with the same love and same Holiness.

• Be self-aware enough to recognize your own 
emotional reactions to truth and be humble. 

• Read and say, “These are the words of Jesus Christ.    
These are the words of a God who both loves me and 
holds me to a higher standard.” 
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