
Now on the first day of the week Mary 
Magdalene came early to the tomb, 

while it was still dark, and saw the 

stone already taken away from the 

tomb. *** Mary was standing outside 

the tomb weeping; and so, as she 

wept, she stooped and looked into the 

tomb; and she saw two angels in white 

sitting, one at the head and one



at the feet, where the body of Jesus 

had been lying. And they said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She 

said to them, “Because they have 

taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid Him.” 

When she had said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, 

and did not know that it was Him.



Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping? Whom are you 

seeking?” Supposing Him to be the 

gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you 

have carried Him away, tell me where 

you have laid Him, and I will take Him 

away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 

turned and said to Him in Hebrew, 

“Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher).



Jesus said *** “Go to My brethren and 

say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father 

and your Father, and My God and 

your God.’” Mary Magdalene 

came, announcing to the disciples, “I 

have seen the Lord,” and that He had 

said these things to her. John 20: 1, 

11-18



the Resurrection

GOOD NEWS! You can un-do your biggest mistake ever



the resurrection

1.HOW WE BELIEVE, paradigm shifts, because …  
Copernicus

2. THE MEANING of the resurrection

3.YOUR RESPONSE to the resurrection



1 How we believe (Copernicus)

500 years ago: GEO-centric universe

Copernicus: new evidence, fresh eyes =     

HELIO-centric universe



1 How we believe (Why his peers 
rejected Copernicus)

1. We believe what we want to be true. 

(Confirmation Bias)

2. We believe what our friends believe.   

(Sociology of Knowledge) 

3. Evidence & logic. (Whatever survive past our 

emotional filters)



2 The meaning of the resurrection

Feelings of shame and inadequacy are 

universal. No one feels “good enough”

Only the Bible offers a satisfying answer as to (A) 

WHY feelings of shame and inadequacy are 

universal; and (B) how to FIX it.



2  The biggest mistake ever made

 In the beginning: naked & unashamed

Adam & Eve rebelled, put themselves in God’s 

place. Rebellion (Sin) lead to guilt & shame and 

exile. 

We have their spiritual DNA and repeat their sin

Because of our sin – putting ourselves in God’s 

place – we have guilt, shame and a sense of 

inadequacy that we can’t cover up.



2 So Jesus came to rescue us

“Greater love has no one than this, that 

he lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13

“No one [takes my life] away from Me, but 

I lay it down on My own initiative. I have 

authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again.” John 10:18



2 So Jesus came to rescue us

“For while we were still helpless, at the 

right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 

one will hardly die for a righteous man; 

though perhaps for the good man 

someone would dare even to die. But 

God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us.” Romans 5:6-9



2 So Jesus came to rescue us

SIN: putting yourself in God’s place

SALVATION: God putting himself in your 

place

"For our sake he [God] made him [Jesus] 

to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

[Jesus] we might become the 

righteousness of God”. 2 Cor 5:21



2 So Jesus came to rescue us



2 So Jesus came to rescue us

Every religion is a list of do’s and don’ts

BUT the Christian faith is based entirely, 

100% on what Jesus has done.

 Gospel = Good NEWS!



3  Your response

What blocks you from believing the gospel?

Moral relativism? (I don’t believe you … and you 

don’t either)

You’re “too smart”?  (Nope)

You’re not “bad enough” to need a savior? 

(Nope)



3  Your response

What blocks you from believing the gospel?

You don’t want to surrender your ME-O-centric 

universe?  (Bingo)

You’re willing to BE OPEN, and to see more 

evidence.  (Okay)



3  Your response

ALREADY A BELIEVER?

Keep the cross and empty tomb always before 

you.  It’s 100% what Jesus has done, 0% on what 

you do.

When you’re “UP” remember Jesus had to die to 

save you

When you’re “DOWN” remember Jesus loved you 

so much he was GLAD to die for you.



3  Your response

NOT YET A BELIEVER?

Ask yourself: Who/what are you centering your 

life on – and how’s that working for you?

TAKE THE NEXT STEP

Read the Bible (John Gospel)

Ask yourself: ”I wonder what it would feel like to be 

‘naked and unashamed’”?



3  Your response

TAKE THE NEXT STEP

PRAY TODAY






