
L I S T E N
TAKE CARE HOW YOU



“Most people do not listen with the 
intent to understand; 

they listen with the intent to reply.”
--Stephen Covey 



Rowland Hill, an 18th Century British 
preacher was visiting an old friend who said, 
“Mr. Hill, it is now 65 years since I first heard 
you preach but I remember part of your 
sermon. You said that some people, when 
they went to hear a sermon, were very 
squeamish about the delivery of the 
preacher.



Then you said, ‘Supposing you went to hear 
the will of one of your wealthy relatives 
read, and you were expecting an 
inheritance from him; you would hardly 
think of criticizing the manner in which the 
lawyer read the will; but you would be all 
attentive to hear whether anything was left 
to you, and if so, how much.”

That is how you should listen to the 
preacher.



Be an Active Listener
1. Pay Attention. 
2. Give the speaker your undivided attention and 

acknowledge the message. ...
3. Show That You're Listening. Use your own body 
language and gestures to show that you are 
engaged
4. Provide Feedback
5. Defer Judgment
6. Respond Appropriately.



"Wisdom is the reward you get for a lifetime 
of listening when you would have preferred 

to talk." --Doug Larson

"If you make listening and observation your 
occupation, you will gain much more than 
you can by talk." --Robert Baden-Powell



"Most of the successful people I've known 
are the ones who do more listening than 
talking." --Bernard Baruch

"The most important thing in communication 
is hearing what isn't said" --Peter Drucker



"You cannot truly listen to anyone and do 
anything else at the same time." --M. Scott 
Peck

"We have two ears and one tongue so that we 
would listen more and talk less." --Diogenes



“Seek first to understand, then to 
be understood.”

--Stephen Covey

“A wise man will hear and 
increase in learning, And a man of 

understanding will acquire wise 
counsel,”  

--GOD (Proverbs 1:5 NASV)



“But he who listens to me shall live securely 
And will be at ease from the dread of evil.” 

--Proverbs 1:33 NASV



So pay attention to how you hear. To 
those who listen to my teaching, more 

understanding will be given. But for 
those who are not listening, even what 

they think they understand will be 
taken away from them.

Luke 8:18 (NLT)



“…these people are stubborn rebels 
who refuse to pay attention to 

the LORD’s instructions…
Because you despise what I tell you 
and trust instead in oppression and 
lies, calamity will come upon you 

suddenly….” 

Isaiah 30:9-13 (NLT)



I have not departed from his 
commands,

but have treasured his words more 
than daily food.

Job 23:12 (NLT)



Because of that experience, we have 
even greater confidence in the 

message proclaimed by the prophets. 
You must pay close attention to what 
they wrote, for their words are like a 

lamp shining in a dark place—until the 
Day dawns, and Christ the Morning 

Star shines in your hearts.

2 Peter 1:19 (NLT)



Luke 8:1-18 (NLT)

One day Jesus told a story in the form of a 
parable to a large crowd that had gathered 
from many towns to hear him: “A farmer 
went out to plant his seed. As he scattered it 
across his field, some seed fell on a 
footpath, where it was stepped on, and the 
birds ate it. Other seed fell among rocks. It 
began to grow, but the plant soon wilted 
and died for lack of moisture.



Other seed fell among thorns that grew up 
with it and choked out the tender plants. Still 
other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew 
and produced a crop that was a hundred 
times as much as had been planted!” When 
he had said this, he called out, “Anyone 
with ears to hear should listen and 
understand.”



His disciples asked him what this parable 
meant. He replied, “You are permitted to 
understand the secrets of the Kingdom of 
God. But I use parables to teach the others 
so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled:
‘When they look, they won’t really see.
When they hear, they won’t understand.’

“This is the meaning of the parable:



The seed is God’s word. The seeds that fell 
on the footpath represent those who hear 
the message, only to have the devil come 
and take it away from their hearts and 
prevent them from believing and being 
saved.



1. Seed is God’s Word in this parable
2. Footpath represents those who listen with 

a hard heart
-Intellectual understanding
-No personal penetration

3. Who comes to your mind?
-Pharaoh (Exodus)
-Festus “Paul, you are insane. Too much study 

has made you crazy!” –Acts 26:24
-Felix  “…quite familiar with the way –

Acts 24:22



The seeds on the rocky soil represent those 
who hear the message and receive it with 
joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, 
they believe for a while, then they fall away 
when they face temptation.



Rocky Soil represents those who listen with a 
Shallow heart.
1. Hear the message only with their 

emotions.
2. See salvation as their “Get out of jail free” 

card—No concept of Lord and Master
3. Have not come to repentance
4. Can’t take the heat—Flee when the 

going gets rough
5. Who comes to mind?

-Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:18)



The seeds that fell among the thorns
represent those who hear the message, but 
all too quickly the message is crowded out 
by the cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life. And so they never grow into 
maturity.



The thorns represent those who hear with a 
divided heart.
1. They are divided in their loyalties.
2. Their priorities are out of alignment
3. They have heard, believed, but are trying 

to serve two masters.
-haven’t experienced God’s provision
-work is too important
-worship God and Stuff

4. They are more miserable than the other 2
5. Demas deserted Paul having loved the 

world



And the seeds that fell on the good soil 
represent honest, good-hearted people who 
hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently 
produce a huge harvest.



Good soil 
1. Honest: confess sin, acknowledge their 

need 
2. Good-hearted: honoring, accepting, 

believing the best
3. Hear God’s word: Incline their ear, 

ponder, meditate, apply, obey
4. cling to it, retain it, hold it fast, value it
5. and patiently produce a huge harvest.



“…So pay attention to how you hear. 
To those who listen to my teaching, 
more understanding will be given. 
But for those who are not listening, 

even what they think they understand 
will be taken away from them.”

Luke 8: 4-18


