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General information

Authorship considered to be:
- Mordecai
- Ezra
- Nehemiah

Time Period: 483 to 473 BC
Written: 464 to 435 BC

Audience:
- Jews (in exile)



Setting- When



Setting- Where



Resources!!!



Progression

- Opening (Ch 1-2)

- Threat to the Jews (Ch 3-4)

- Triumph of the Jews (Ch 5-10)
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Literary highlights

- Mentions God zero times in the book

- Reference throughout the bible zero times

- Prayer indicated zero times

- “Jew” used 58 times

The book exhibits strong faith and calls upon the reader to do the same



Introductions

- Ahasuerus (Xerxes) King of Persian Empire

- Esther (Hadassah) Orphaned Jew (Shhh)

- Mordecai Jew (Esther Cousin)

- Haman Amalek descendant



Opening (Ch 1-2)

- Feast (1:1 - 1:9)

- Vashti rejected (1:10 - 1:22)

- Selection process (2:1 - 2:14)

- Esther chosen (2:15 - 2:23)



When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail 

the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own 

daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing 

except what Hegai the king's eunuch, who had charge 

of the women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor 

in the eyes of all who saw her.

Esther 2:15



And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his 

royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of 

Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign,

Esther 2:16



the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she 

won grace and favor in his sight more than all the 

virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head and 

made her queen instead of Vashti.

Esther 2:17



Threat to the Jews (Ch 3-4)

- Haman’s disdain (3:1 - 3:6)

- Ahasuerus’ decree (3:7 - 3:15)

- Jews’ response (4:1 - 4:17)



And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow 

down or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with 

fury.

Esther 3:5



But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as 

they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, 

Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of 

Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of 

Ahasuerus.

Esther 3:6



Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of 

Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus



Threat to the Jews (Ch 3-4)

- Haman’s disdain (3:1 - 3:6)

- Ahasuerus’ decree (3:7 - 3:15)

- Jews’ response (4:1 - 4:17)



Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a certain 

people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 

peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws 

are different from those of every other people, and they 

do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not to the king's 

profit to tolerate them. If it please the king, 

let it be decreed that they be destroyed…

Esther 3:8-9



Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, "Do not 

think to yourself that in the king's palace you will 

escape any more than all the other Jews.

Esther 4:13



For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance 

will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and 

your father's house will perish. And who knows 

whether you have not come to the kingdom for 

such a time as this?"

Esther 4:14



Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai,

"Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a 

fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, 

night or day. I and my young women will also fast as 

you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against 

the law, and if I perish, I perish."

Esther 4:15-16



Triumph of the Jews (Ch 5-10)

- Esther’s patient request (5:1 - 5:8)

- Haman’s prideful escalation (5:9 - 5:14)

- Mordecai honored (6:1 - 5:13)

- Jews preserved (6:14 - 7:6)

- Haman’s demise (7:7 - 7:10)

- Jews prosper (8:1 - 10:3)



Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king 

in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden 

crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city 

of Susa shouted and rejoiced.

The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor.

Esther 8:15-16



And in every province and in every city, wherever the 

king's command and his edict reached, there was 

gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. 

And many from the peoples of the country declared 

themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on 

them.

Esther 8:17
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Themes

Opulence vs Sacrifice

Reward of true character

Pride vs Humility

Plans of man vs God

Sovereign Provision is evident throughout the book without being
named or seen through a miracle
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Haman vs Mordecai

Persia vs Jews
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Christ in Esther after Easter

- Intercessor

- God working through individuals

- Even when hesitant but yielding to God

- Willingness to take on death for ones people


